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Editorial: 
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= Indira Srivatsa 





November is the eleventh and penultimate month of the year in the Julian and Gregorian 
Calendars, the fourth and last of four months to have a length of 30 days and the Fifth 
and last of five months to have a length of fewer than 3! days. November was the ninth 
month of the calendar of Romulus c. 750 BC. November retained its name (from the Latin 
novem meaning “nine") when January and February were added to the Roman calendar. 
November is a month of late spring in the Southern Hemisphere and late autumn in the 
Northern Hemisphere. Therefore, November in the Southern Hemisphere is the seasonal 
equivalent of May in the Northern Hemisphere and vice versa. In Ancient Rome, Ludi 
Plebeii was held from November 4-17, Epulum Jovis was held on November (3 and 
Brumalia celebrations began on November 24. These dates do not correspond to the 
modern Gregorian calendar. 
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November was referred to as BlOtminab by the Anglo-Saxons. Brumaire and Frimaire 
were the months on which November fell in the French Republican Calendar. 


) Astronomy: 

November meteor showers include the Andromedids, which occurs from September 25 to 
December 6 and generally peak around November 9-14, the Leonids, which occurs from 
November 15-20, the Alpha Monocerotids, which occurs from November 15-25 with the 
peak on November 2/-22, the Northern Taurids, which occurs from October 20 to 
December (0, and the Southern Taurids, which occurs from September 10 - November 20, 
and the Phoenicids; which occur from November 29 to December 9 with the peak 
occurring on December 5-6. The Orionids, which occurs in late October, sometimes lasts 


into November. 
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) Astrology: 
The Western zodiac signs, for the month of November, are Scorpio (October 23 - 
November 21) and Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21). 


)) November symbols: 
November's birthstone is the topaz (particularly, yellow) which symbolizes friendship and 
the citrine. Its birth flower is the chrysanthemum. 


) History of November: 

November was originally the 9th month of early versions of the Roman calendar and 
consisted of 30 days. It became the tith month of the year with a length of 29 days when 
the months of January and February were added. During the Julian calendar reform, a 
day was added to November making it 30 days long again. 
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» tith Month in the Year: 

November is the tith month of the year in the Julian and Gregorian calendar and was the 
9th month in the Roman calendar. It is the seasonal equivalent of May in the opposite 
hemisphere. November starts on the same day of the week as February in common years 
and March every year. November ends on the same day of the week as August every 
year. 


)» Birth Flower and Birthstone: 
November's birth flower is the chrysanthemum. The birthstone for November is the 


topaz. 


) Month-long observances: 
In Catholic tradition, November is the Month of the Holy Souls in Purgatory. 


welige 


- Editor, ATO Z INDIA 
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Subhas Chandra Bose, byname Netaji (Hindi: “Respected Leader”), (born c. January 23, 1897, 
Cuttack, Orissa [now Odisha], India—died August 18, 1945, Taipei, Taiwan7), Indian revolutionary 
prominent in the independence movement against British rule of India. He also led an Indian 
national force from abroad against the Western powers during World War Il. He was a 
contemporary of Mohandas K. Gandhi, at times an ally and at other times an adversary. Bose was 
known in particular for his militant approach to independence and for his push for socialist policies. 


) Early Life And Political Activity: 

The son of a wealthy and prominent Bengali lawyer, Bose studied at Presidency College, Calcutta 
(Kolkata), from which he was expelled in 1916 for nationalist activities, and the Scottish Churches 
College (graduating in 1919). He then was sent by his parents to the University of Cambridge in 
England to prepare for the Indian Civil Service. In 1920 he passed the civil service examination, but 
in April 1921, after hearing of the nationalist turmoils in India, he resigned his candidacy and 
hurried back to India. Throughout his career, especially in its early stages, he was supported 
financially and emotionally by an elder brother, Sarat Chandra Bose (1889-1950), a wealthy 
Calcutta lawyer and Indian National Congress (also known as the Congress Party) politician. 


)» What is Subhas Chandra Bose known for? 

Subhas Chandra Bose (also called Netaji) is known for his role in India's independence movement. A 
participant of the noncooperation movement and a leader of the Indian National Congress, he was 
part of the more militant wing and known for his advocacy of socialist policies. 
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What was Subhas Chandra Bose’s education? Subhas | 
at the Presidency College and the Scottish Churches College. His parents then sent him to the 
University of Cambridge in England to prepare for the Indian Civil Service. He passed the civil 
service examination but resigned his candidacy and returned to India after hearing of nationalist 
turmoils there. 


)) What was Subhas Chandra Bose’s impact? 

Subhas Chandra Bose (known also as Netaji) reflected a more militant and socialist approach to 
India's independence movement as compared with Mohandas (Mahatma) Gandhi's less 
confrontational stance and more conservative economics. While in exile in the 194YOs, Bose raised a 
liberation army in East Asia with Japanese aid and influence. 


) How did Subhas Chandra Bose die? 

Subhas Chandra Bose reportedly died in a Japanese hospital in Taiwan from burn injuries on 
August 18, 1945, as a result of a plane crash while fleeing Southeast Asia, days after World War Il 
ended with the surrender of Japan (which had been supporting Bose and his liberation army). 


Bose joined the noncooperation movement started by Mohandas K. Gandhi, who had made the 
Indian National Congress a powerful nonviolent organization. Bose was advised by Gandhi to work 
under Chitta Ranjan Das, a politician in Bengal. There Bose became a youth educator, journalist, 
and commandant of the Bengal Congress volunteers. His activities led to his imprisonment in 
December 1921. In 1924 he was appointed chief executive officer of the Calcutta Municipal 
Corporation, with Das as mayor. Bose was soon after deported to Burma (Myanmar) because he 
was suspected of connections with secret revolutionary movements. Released in 1927, he returned 
to find Bengal Congress affairs in disarray after the death of Das, and Bose was elected 
president of the Bengal Congress. Shortly thereafter he and Jawaharlal Nehru became the two 
general secretaries of the Indian National Congress. Together they represented the more militant, 
left-wing faction of the party against the more compromising, right-wing Gandhian faction. 
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) A Falling-Out With Gandhi: 

Vocal support for Gandhi increased within the Indian National Congress, meanwhile, and, in light of 
this, Gandhi resumed a more commanding role in the party. When the civil disobedience movement 
was started in 1930, Bose was already in detention for his associations with an underground 
revolutionary group, the Bengal Volunteers. Nevertheless, he was elected mayor of Calcutta while 
in prison. Released and then rearrested several times for his suspected role in violent acts, Bose 
was finally allowed to proceed to Europe after he contracted tuberculosis and was released for ill 
health. In enforced exile and still ill, he wrote The Indian Struggle, 1920-1934 and pleaded India’s 
cause with European leaders. He returned from Europe in 1936, was again taken into custody, and 
was released after a year. 


)) Meanwhile, Bose became increasingly critical of Gandhi's more conservative economics as well as 
his less confrontational approach toward independence. In 1938 he was elected president of the 
Indian National Congress and formed a national planning committee, which formulated a policy of 
broad industrialization. However, this did not harmonize with Gandhian economic thought, which 
clung to the notion of cottage industries and benefiting from the use of the country’s own 
resources. Bose’s vindication came in 1939, when he defeated a Gandhian rival for reelection. 
Nonetheless, the “rebel president” felt bound to resign because of the lack of Gandhi's support. He 
founded the Forward Bloc, hoping to rally radical elements, but was again incarcerated in July 1940. 
His refusal to remain in prison at this critical period of India’s history was expressed in a 
determination to fast to death, which frightened the British government into releasing him. On 
January 26, 1941, though closely watched, he escaped from his Calcutta residence in disguise and, 
traveling via Kabul and Moscow, eventually reached Germany in April. 
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) Activity In Exile: 

In Nazi Germany Bose came under the tutelage of a newly created Special Bureau for India, guided 
by Adam von Trott 2u Solz. He and other Indians who had gathered in Berlin made regular 
broadcasts from the German-sponsored Azad Hind Radio beginning in January 1942, speaking in 
English, Hindi, Bengali, Tamil, Telugu, Gujarati, and Pashto. 


A little more than a year after the Japanese invasion of Southeast Asia, Bose left Germany, 
traveling by German and Japanese submarines and by plane, and arrived in May 1943 in Tokyo. On 
July 4 he assumed leadership of the Indian Independence Movement in East Asia and proceeded, 
with Japanese aid and influence, to form a trained army of about 40,000 troops in Japanese- 
occupied Southeast Asia. On October 21, 1943, Bose proclaimed the establishment of a provisional 
independent Indian government, and his so-called Indian National Army (Azad Hind Fauj), alongside 
Japanese troops, advanced to Rangoon (Yangon) and thence overland into India, reaching Indian soil 
on March 18, 1944, and moving into Kohima and the plains of Imphal. In a stubborn battle, the mixed 
Indian and Japanese forces, lacking Japanese air support, were defeated and forced to retreat; 
the Indian National Army nevertheless for some time succeeded in maintaining its identity as a 
liberation army, based in Burma and then Indochina. With the defeat of Japan, however, Bose’s 
fortunes ended. 


A few days after Japan's announced surrender in August 1945, Bose, fleeing Southeast Asia, 
reportedly died in a Japanese hospital in Taiwan as a result of burn injuries from a plane crash. 
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The Muktesvara temple is a unique one in the field of Odishan temple architechure. It was so 
elegantly disigned that it became one of the most beautiful temples of India. The gate of the 
temple was well designed and its balance and design give it a grandoise look. The Vimana stands on 
a raised platform. It is square in ground plan. The base has its five divisions such as Khura, 
Kumbha, Pata, Kani and Vasanta. These five divisions were absent in earlier divisions of temple. 
The pilasters have recesses which contain Gaja Simha and Naga columns. 


Here in this temple, the niches are empty and have no Parsvadevatas (side deities). The Sikhara is 
short. It has four Natarajas and four Kirtti-mukhas on four facades. The Nataraja figure from 

the western facade has been detached and kept inside a miniature temple inside the same temple 
premises. It has no Anga-sikhara (replica of the main tower). The ground plan as the Jagamohana 


of the Muktesvara temple is just like a star. 
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The Muktesvara Temple steps of the pyramidal roof recede when it ascends. The temple has on 
amlaka. The Badas on the northern and southern sides have pilasters and each of them contains a 
square-shaped perforated window. The portions of the roof above the windows rise in two tires 
with the steps (pidhas) and are surmounted by images of lions. The recesses between the pilasters 
contain the figures of Gaja-simha and Nagacolumns. The Torana (gate) is a unique fealure of the 
temple of Mhktesvara. It stands before the Jagamohana. 


The basement of the pillars contain an each face a miniature shrine having a twin Gaja-simha 
figures at the top. Each of the sixteen-sided shafts consists of four blocks of stone and at their 
top appears Kirtti-mukhas. The top most blocks has imposed Vedika, Amlaka and a spreading lotus 
capital on both the sides a pair of Female Figures with graceful pose are found. Each arch has a 
projecting Makara-mukha which is quite distinct in the Torana of Muktesvara. 
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The Muktesvara Temple steps of the pyramidal roof recede when it ascends. The temple has on 
amlaka. The Badas on the northern and southern sides have pilasters and each of them contains a 
square-shaped perforated window. The portions of the roof above the windows rise in two tires 
with the steps (pidhas) and are surmounted by images of lions. The recesses between the pilasters 
contain the figures of Gaja-simha and Nagacolumns. The Torana (gate) is a unique fealure of the 
temple of Mhktesvara. It stands before the Jagamohana. 


The basement of the pillars contain an each face a miniature shrine having a twin Gaja-simha 
figures at the top. Each of the sixteen-sided shafts consists of four blocks of stone and at their 
top appears Kirtti-mukhas. The top most blocks has imposed Vedika, Amlaka and a spreading lotus 
capital on both the sides a pair of Female Figures with graceful pose are found. Each arch has a 
projecting Makara-mukha which is quite distinct in the Torana of Muktesvara. 
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) Architectural Details and Design Features: 
The architecture is one of the basic reasons why Mukteshvara Temple is also known as the “Gem 


of Odisha architecture”. The temple faces west and is constructed in a lower basement amidst a 
group of temples. The pyramidal roof to the jagamohana present in the temple was the First of its 
kind over the conventional two tier structure. The temple is a small one compared to other larger 
temples in Bhubaneswar. The temples is enclosed within an octagonal compound wall with elaborate 
carvings on it. It is believed that the experiment of newer pattern in the temple showed a mature 
phase compared to its predecessors and culminated the beginning of replication of similar pattern 
in the later temples in the city. The temple has a porch, called torana, which acts as the gateway 
to the octagonal compound. The temple has two structures namely, the vimana (structure above 
the sanctum) and a mukhasala, the leading hall, both of which are built on a raised platform. The 


temple is the earlies to be built in ee type. 








» Porch: 

The most important feature of the Mukteshvara Temple is the torana, or the arched gateway, 
dating back to about 900 CE and showing the influence of Buddhist architecture. The arched 
gateway has thick pillars that have strings of beads and other ornaments carved on statues of 
smiling women in languorous repose. The porch is a walled chamber with a low, massive roof and 
internal pillars. The combination of vertical and horizontal lines is skilfully arranged so as to give 
dignity of buildings of moderate height. This early astylar form of the temple is best illustrated in 
this temple. The gateway has sculptures that range from elaborate scrolls to pleasant female 
forms and figures of monkeys and peacocks. The front and back of the arch are similar in design. 


 Vimana: 

The Vimana is square in plan and is built in a raised platform with pilasters in each facade. The 
shikara is small compared to other temples; it has four Natarajas on and four kirthimukhas on the 
four faces. The top portion of the shikara has the kalasa. The shikara is 10.5 metres (34 ft) tall, 
with every inch sculpted with decorative patterns, architectural patterns and sculpted figures. A 
new form of decoration called bho, possibly developed here, became a prominent feature in later 
Odishan temples. It is a highly ornate chaitya window crowned by masked demon head and dwarf 
figures. 
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\» Sanctum: 
The sanctum is sculpted with beautiful damsels exhibiting feminine charms entwined with nagas 
and naginis. The sanctum is cubical from the inside with of fset walls in the outside. 


)) Jagamohana: 

This distinctive Oth-century temple is one of the smallest and compact temples. The jagamohana is 
35 m (5 Ft) tall. It is decorated with intricate carvings by the Vishwakarma Moharana sculptors. 
The temple is regarded as a gem of Nagara architecture of Kalinga architecture. Except for the 
rectangular plan of its jagamohana, it is the earliest example of what may be termed proper 
Odisha temple type; a vimana with a curvelinear spire and a jaganmohana with a stepped pyramidal 
roof. The temple's red sandstone is covered with exquisite carvings of lean sadhus or holy men and 
voluptuous women encrusted with jewels. The images of Ganga and Yamuna are carved next to 
Chanda and Prachanda. The torana is present in front of the jagamohana. The figure of Lakulisa, 
seated in bhumispara-mudra and holding a lakuta is present on the lintel of the jagamohana. The 
figures of Gajalakshmi, Rahu and Ketu are also sculpted in the structure. A small extension from 
the side roof of the jagamohana has the image of a lion sitting on its hind legs. The exterior walls 
of the structure are decorated with pilasters with nagas and naginis. 
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» Others: 

The doorway to the inner sanctum houses the image of Ketu with three hooded snakes, commonly 
regarded as the ninth planet in the Hindu mythology. There is a tank in the eastern side of the 
temple and a well in the south-western corner. A dip in the first known as the Marichi Kunda is 
believed to cure infertility in women. There are other shrines within the temple complex with 
lingam inside, which were used as offering shrines. The doorway of the temple is ornate. The 
temple is enclosed by a low compound wall that follows the contours of the temple. The temple has 
sculptures both inside and outside the structure. The compound walls leaves a very small passage 
separating the shrine. 
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Shiv Lingam 
- The Gem of Hinduism 
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